The admirable writer who composed these verses in some
melancholy mood, is said to be himself one of the most
constant and affectionate of friends. It may indeed safely
be affirmed, that generous minds, when they have once
known each other, never can be alienated as long as both
retain the characteristics which brought them into union.
No distance of place, or lapse of time, can lessen the friend-
ship of those who are thoroughly persuaded of each other's
worth. There are even some broken attachments in friend-
ship as well as in love which nothing can destroy, and it
sometimes happens that we are not conscious of their
strength till after the disruption.

There are a few persons known to me in years long past,
but with whom I lived in no particular intimacy then, and
have held no correspondence since, whom I could not now
meet without an emotion of pleasure deep enough to partake
of pain, and who, I doubt not, entertain for me feelings of
the same kind and degree; whose eyes sparkle when they
hear, and glisten sometimes when they speak of me; and who
think of me as I do of them, with an affection that increases
as we advance in years. This is because our moral and in-
tellectual sympathies have strengthened; and because,
though far asunder, we know that we are travelling the same
road toward our resting place in heaven. 'There is such
a pleasure as this/ says Cowper, 'which would want explana-
tion to some folks, being perhaps a mystery to those whose
hearts are a mere muscle, and serve only for the purposes of
an even circulation.7
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